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Dear Sir: 

Applicant submits the references listed on the attached form PTO 1449 together with any 
required copies of such references. 

This statement is being filed as a submission under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 14; therefore, before 
the receipt of a first Office action on the merits. Please apply any charges or credits to Deposit 
Account 20-1504 (VAS.0002US). 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Rhonda L. Sheldon 
Registration No. 50,457 
TROP, PRUNER & HU, P.C. 
8554 Katy Freeway, Suite 100 
Houston, Texas 77024 
(713) 468-8880 [Phone] 
(713) 468-8883 [Fax] 



Date of Deposit: January 26, 2005 

I hereby certify under 37 CFR 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail 
with sufficient postage on the date indicated above and is addressed 
to the Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 
1450^^^^^W 223n-^50. 
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